
Comments by the Nicaraguan government on three clauses of the Brussels Declaration

English Text of the Brussels Declaration

1. 
Clause 6bis of the Brussels Declaration
6bis. We reaffirm our commitment to fight impunity, in particular for the most serious crimes under 
international law, notably those referred to in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 
(ICC). Their prosecution should be ensured by taking measures at the national or appropriate level and 
by enhancing international cooperation. We invite those countries which are not parties to consider the 
possibility to ratify or accede, as applicable, to the Rome Statute.

Nicaragua's comment on Clause number 6bis
The Government of Nicaragua notes with concern the continuing violations that systematically occur
against international human rights and international humanitarian law worldwide, in many cases with
open impunity. Nicaraguan does not tolerate impunity with respect to crime against the international
community,  and has  developed  robust  judicial  processes,  that  are  of exclusive  competence  of  the
Nicaraguan  Judiciary.  The  Government  of  Reconciliation  and  National  Unity  of  Nicaragua  has
expressed its reservations to the subscription or ratification to the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court, because it considers that the conditions to join this international instrument are not
yet given.

2.  
Clause 9ter of the Brussels Declaration
We expect that the Arms Trade Treaty, the first multilateral legally binding instrument on the arms
trade, which includes small arms and light weapons in its scope, will contribute to provide an effective
response to the serious consequences of illicit  trafficking and non-regulated trade in arms to many
people and States, in particular through the diversion of arms to non-state actors, unauthorized users,
often linked to transnational organized crime and to drug-trafficking. We also expect that this Treaty
could contribute to the prevention of armed conflict, armed violence and violations of international law.
At the same time, in the light of the entry into force of the Treaty in December 2014, we invoke the
treaty is applied in a balanced, transparent and objective manner, respecting the sovereign right of all
states to ensure their self-defence, in accordance with Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. We
recall the offers of the Governments of Austria, Switzerland and the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
to host the Secretariat of the said instrument.

Nicaragua's comment on Clause number 9ter
Nicaragua is aware of the serious consequences and humanitarian impact that illicit arms trafficking
has on people worldwide, for which it remains committed to multilateralism, as a mean for its global
eradication, but does not endorse mentioning the Arms Trade Treaty in this Declaration, considering
that the Treaty does not explicitly prohibit arms transfer to non-State actors; does not clearly reaffirm
the sovereign right of States to acquire, manufacture, export, import and retain conventional arms,
parts and components for self-defense and security needs, and it does not prohibit the transfer of arms
for States that threaten other States with the use of force, or attack other States, and/or carry out
destabilization policies and practices.

http://www.cancilleria.gov.co/sites/default/files/brusselsdeclarationversioncelac-eu10-06-2015completerevisada.pdf


3.
Point seven of Clause 48 of the Brussels Declaration
We welcome the progress made and take note of the initiatives made since the Santiago Summit on
deepening relations between CELAC countries and sub-regions and the EU, particularly:

• The EU’s adoption of its Citizen Security Strategy for Central America and the Caribbean;

Nicaragua's comment on Clause number 48's point seven
The Government of Nicaragua considers that the Citizen Security Strategy for Central America and the
Caribbean (ESCA) is the only binding instrument for the development of regional security in Central
America.


